A world catalogue and taxonomic keys of the subfamily Nicomachinae (Polychaeta: Maldanidae) are provided. Three genera and 32 species are listed, complete with original references, synonyms, additional references, type localities, and taxonomic remarks for those species which present some problem. 
Introduction
Maldanids, or bamboo worms, represent an easily recognized family of sedentary polychaetes, having long, narrow bodies and median setigers with prominent posterior tori (Fauchald & Rouse 1997) . The head is without appendages and may have a cephalic plate. The prostomium is completely fused to the peristomium, forming a keel. The pygidium may have an anal plate. They construct tubes, usually erect, on soft bottoms, rarely on mixed sediments, and in the interstices of rocks (Jiménez-Cueto & Salazar-Vallejo 1997) . They may be abundant on sublittoral muddy or sandy beaches (Imajima & Shiraki 1982) down to considerable depths (Arwidsson 1907; Chamberlin 1919) . Maldanids are highly specialized burrowing worms that ingest organic
